
 

                                               December  2005 
 
Next meeting is Monday, December 19th at Perkins Restaurant, 1455 Woodruff Rd. 
                                                  6:30 for Dinner      Meeting Begins at  7:30 

 

President: Tom Holmes 233-1912 tholmes345@mindspring.com 

Vice President: Russ Stiles 289-0697   russ.stiles@charter.net   

Secretary/Treasurer: Steve Dunann 676-9118 sdunan@charter.net 

 

Quotes of the Month 
 

“Tennessee has a new $3,000,000 State Lottery. The winner gets $3 a year for a 
million years.” 
-Anonymous 
 
“My weight is perfect for my height --- which varies.” 
-Anonymous 
 
“The cost of living has in no way affected its popularity.” 
-Anonymous 
 

New Members 
 

At the November club meeting we welcomed the Burns family: Mike, Will and 
Jeremy.  They are novices at the moment but, judging by their enthusiasm, all 
will be signed off quickly.  The Skyhawks also voted in Byron Combs, novice 
and Tom Davis, pilot.  Welcome to the WCRC guys! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Unless one cares to travel to California, Arizona or Southern Florida there is 
absolutely nothing going on in RC this month…not even those silly little indoor 
fly-ins!  To understand why just take a ride out to our field.  If the sun is out it’s 
really cold.  If it warms up it’s really windy.  If it’s warm and wind-free well, then 
it’s raining.  If the paper says “sunny, warm and calm” it turns out cloudy, cold 
and with gale force winds.  Then there’s that stupid pipe surrounded by 
mounds of dirt five feet above the ground cutting away a third of the runway.  
No, no, I think it’s best to take the month off and fix up all your planes! 
 



 

Communications 
 

• OK.  One last time!  The final-final-final due date for your dues is past 
due.    Now, I know for a fact not all dues that are due have been paid in 
due course.  Do you think your dues are not due?  Your dues are due!  Do 
you think you can fly if your dues, which are due, are not paid in due 
course?  Of course not!  So!  If you do think that your dues, which are 
now past due, aren’t due in due course, that’s just doo-doo!  Well, oh, OK, 
you have until the end of the month.  But, if your dues are not paid by 
then, and that’s already after they were due, well, there will be a one big 
hullabaloo I can tell you! 

 
• Oh, yeah, and don’t forget the Christmas party on the 19th.  Just bring a 
gift that costs around $10, or even less, and have fun (although I still 
don’t get how this obviously Southern I-give-you-a-gift-but-somebody-
else-can-take-it-away-thing works!) 

 

Huh? 
 
Now, I know I promised a couple of months ago this section wasn’t going to be 
about me anymore.  I lied.  Because this month was special.  Really special.  
See, I was flying my little Extra 300S in cold and windy conditions.  It’s, for me 
anyway, a tricky little bird to get used to, so I’m out there in all conditions 
trying to get my thumbs around it.  Well, on Sunday, November 27th, Steve 
Dunann and me were the only ones with the right sized cajones to be out in 
those conditions.  Steve’s spotting for me so I don’t run into any birds, low 
flying full scale aircraft, one of those guys sitting in a lawn chair and going real 
slow and such, and we notice a tiny little speck of black something floating 
below my aircraft.  Steve goes “What was that?”  I said, “Uh, oh, I think I know 
what that was!”  I brought the plane in over the runway to see and sure enough, 
the right wheel had fallen off the main landing gear strut.  “Shoot!” I said (well, 
ok, that’s not really what I said!).  I had two choices: (1) try to land it, or (2) 
don’t try to land it.  I opted for (1).  Brought that little sucker down to landing 
speed, tried to correct for the crabbing in the wind, applied left aileron to keep 
the right strut off the grass, “Said to Steve (‘cause I was real busy right then) 
“Right or left rudder?!”.  Steve goes, “Uh…right…I…think…”.  So, I added a 
touch of right rudder and…the left wheel and tail wheel touched down at the 
same instant, no bounce and since the plane was at stall speed the right main 
strut just went “plop” and the plane settled right side up on the ground.  The 
prop didn’t even touch the grass!  ‘Nother lesson learned: don’t ever stop 
flying the airplane…and sometimes you just get lucky! 
 

mwreece@charter.net  

 
 



This Month’s Special 
 
For those of you old enough to remember such things, back in the 40’s and 
50’s we all dreamed of the “flying car”.  There were various versions inventors 
had in mind, but, essentially, all ideas were the same: take a normal 
automobile, add wings and a prop, and make the sucker fly!  Back in 1947 
National Geographic reviewed the ”ConvairCar”, built by Consolidated-Vultee.  
This one ran out of gas on the third and final test flight: pilot survived but the 
project was scrapped.  It turns out the trunk was too small to carry the wings 
and the engine!  
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WCRC Skyhawks 
2607 Woodruff Road 

Suite E #106 
Simpsonville, South Carolina 29681 


